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Introduction

Background/Purposes

This project is théhird phase of a effort to survey the historic properties withiand adjoining
the original Cortez townsitdn the firsttwo phases of the project, he City of Cortesurveyed
the properties along Montezuma Avenaed a few properties located south of the Avenue and
within the originalCorteztownsite.

This projectaddresses the remaining area located between Montezuma Avenue and Main
Street within the original townsite.lt is funded by aCertified Local Governmeé (CLG) grant
(#CQ14-015).

The survey results contribute to the knowledge and appreciation of the history of the
development of Cortezl'he City will use thsurveydatato guide future planning, development
and interpretationprojects Theproject results also provide valuable information for property
owners contemplating restoration or rehabilitation of théiistoric property.

Federal Funding Acknowledgement

The activity that is the subject of this material has been financed in part with Felleds

from the National Historic Preservation Act, administered by the National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior foHistory Colorado However, the contaets and opinions do not
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Department of the Interiddisiory
Coloradg nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute an
endorsement or recommendation by the Department of theehor or History Colorado

This program receives Federal funds from the National Park Service. Regulations of the U.S.
Department of the Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental Federally
assisted programs on the basis of racelor, national origin, age or handicap. Any person who
believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated
by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S.
Depatment of the Interior, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240.

Project Description

This survey ara is located within the original townsitein a transitional area between the
primarily residential neighborhood dflontezuma Avaue and the commerciabusinesses on
Main Street. The area contains a mix of homes, churches and commercial propertiége
properties within the survey were not recorded because they had been developed within the
past 30 years. Nine other properties within the survey area were documented as part of the
previous, Phase I, survey. A parking lot was also excluded fesutkiey. Thirty-three survey
forms were completed for the area.

The City of Cortez Historic Preservati®@oard supervised and coordinated the project under
the direction ofthe Chair, Linda Towle, and with assistance from Chris Burkett, the Cortez
Grans and Special Projects Coordinatodill Seyfarth, the Principaf Cultural Resource
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Planningof Durango, Coloradocontracted with theCity of Cortezin March of 2014 and
completed the project irMay of2015.

The History Colorado Office of HistoRceservation staff contacts for this work were Dan
Corson(now retired) Patrick EidmaandElizabeth (Liz) Blackwell.

New Information in this Report

This report includes new informationnadhe creation of historic contexts for CorteZ he
contexts aradiscussed in th&esearch Design and Methosection and in thelistoric Context
section.
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Survey Area

Legal Descriptn

The cumulative survey area encompasses approximatecres and encompasses properties
locatedin parts of 12blocks.The survey area is located within Sect@fof Towrship 3 N,
Rangel6W, New Mexico Principal Meridiagortez MontezumaCounty, Colorado. Figures 1
and 2 illustrate the survey area.

Physical Setting

The City of Cortez is located in southwest Coloraddhe geographic area known as the
Montezuma Valley, at an elevation of about 6200 feet above sea leleis situated in a
transitional area between the arid scrublands to the south and the forested montane
environment of the Rocky Mountains to the nbdast. The climate is serarid, with an
average annual precipitation of abothtirteen inches

In 2Q10 the census counte8,482 people inCortezand 25,535 people inMontezumaCounty.

Cortezis the county seat and the largest communitytiie county. The City cover8,930 acres

or 6.2 square miledJS Highway 160 runs easest through the middle of town and serves as

GKS YIAY O2YYSNDAFIE GK2NRJdzZAKTI NBO® ¢tKS KAIKgI
and intersects with the nortisouth oriented \$ Highway 491.
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Cortez, CO 7.5' Quadrangle Map 196

il’ Q 1000 FEET O 500 1000 METERS
created with TOPO!® €2002 National Geographic (www.nati hic.com/topo)

Figure 1Survey areaonthe Cortez, Colorado 7.5 minute U.S.Guadanglemap (1965)
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Survey Area

A

OParcels
e Survey Area Boundary|

Produced bythe Montezuma Courty Assessors Office
and Computer Senices Depatment. This map isa
physical description ofinformation contained in the

] Montezuma County Assessorand Computer Senices
Departments. bisnotto suney sandands and should
be usad for general reference purposes only. Cata
contined inthis map is based on the best data
a@ilable atthe time of printing.

1inch = 334 feet
330
| —

Montezuma GIS Mewer Nov 14,2014
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Figure 2 Survey Areaarcelswith street addresses were included in this survey. Parcels
without addresses were surveyed in Phas list of surveyed sites listed by street address is
included in the Appendix.
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Figure 3: This original Cortez plat was filed 1886in La Plata Counthecause Montezuma
County was not created until 1889. The survey area is located within the red outline.
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Research Design and Methods

Research Design

Objectives

The sirveyQ) &bjectives wereto document the history and current condition oidentified
properties to provide a preliminary evaluation of their eligibility for the Nai#b Register of
Historic Places, and to determingotential for a historicdistrict within the suvey area
Research focused on gatherihgstorical and architecturadata that would helpdetermine the
historic significancef the resourcewithin the context of local, regional and national history
The resultingdata includel information specific to the property and identifiddcal influences,
such as economic trends or natural settings.

Previous Work in the Area

A file search requestedf History Colorado idune,2014, revealed4 sitesin the survey area
had previouslybeendocumentedon state survey formsThey are sites 5SMT 6923 through 5MT
6926, which were recorded in 1995hey are all commerdiduildings. One of these sitésthe
Ertel Funeral Homé&MT6925) which is listed on the National Registerformation from the

old forms wastransferred to the current #1403 State Survey form and additional information
was provided.The City of Cortez maintains a historic regisi®no properties in thissurvey
(5MT6924The Lamb Building/Corte€ultural Centerand 5MT2914 St. Earnabas Episcopal
Church)are listed on the local register.

The file searchndicatedthat the areasimmediately surroundinghe survey areancludethe
sites documented in Phases | and Il of this project (conducted between 2011 and 2013) and
forty-sixother sites

Most of the sitesrecorded prior to 2011 were documentedin either 1981 as part of a state
wide cultural resource planning process, or in 3% Preservation Partnership as part of a
planning study commissioned by the City of Codezr partly funded byPreservationGrant
#SHF 1995/3-050. Of these sites, the Montezuma Valley National Bank and Soikling
(5MT11979 and 5MT19093and the previously notedErtel Funeral Home are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

Tableslisting the recorded siteare included in the Appendix. The recorded sites are all historic
structures related to the establishment and development of Cortez between 1886 and 1950.
They include standing commercial and residential buildings and aaetrof a segment of a
Cortez ditch.

Research Sources

Various books and published material provided histories of the Cortez area. They imbide
River of Sorrows; The History of the Lower Dolores River \&lltsd by Gregory DKendrick
and A History of Montezuma Countyby Ira Freeman. The Montezuma County Historical
{ 2 OA fSui-dlOrie compendium of local memsiand biographies provided background. It is

CortezSurvey Phase llI Cultural Resource Planning Page’



calledGreat Sage Plain to Timberline: Our Pioneer History VoluiwesA recent pultication
calledCortezis a collaboration of three residents and includes numerous historic photographs.
These sources are listed with additional references in the Bibliography.

Since the survey area was located transitionalresidentiaicommercialareathe project was
anticipated to address residential buildingghurches and some commercial buildings
constructed between 1886 and 196An initial windshieldreview of the resources suggested
that most of the buildings were constructed betweenlf&nd 1960.

Major archival materials identified for use inclule

County property records

Local historical societyaterials

Locally published informal historigmemoirsand a walking toubrochure

Historic photographs

Newspaper archives

Limited oralinterviews

Information volunteered by the public

Publidy accessibléederal records, including census and social security death indices
Historical city directories

Sanborn Fire Insurance Mapnly oneis available forCortez and it covers part of the
survey area

= =4 4 -8 -8 -9 _45_9_°2_-2

Contexts

Historic contexts for theCortez area are discussed iHistory ColoradoResources Planning
Protection Proces€olorado Plateau Country Historic ContextMichael B. Husband (1984).
This contextdocument while in serious need of aopdate, provides general background
information on community development in southwest Coloradlol dzt h QrréhiieNh S Q a
Transition, A History of Southwestern Colorad©80) provides additional historical
background. History Colorad® & dzLJR | (odical koNEXK do&iment for the Southern
Colorado River Basin (Lipe et al 19@%lso usefulFull citations for these sources are listed in

the Bibliography.

A local historic context was developad 1995 for the commercial areas of Cortday
Preservation Partnership as part of a planning study commissioned by the City of. Gtwez

1995 context documentdivided thec2 Y Y dzy A 18 Q& O2 YYSNDA | topicRS @St 2 L
covering the pioneer era from 1880 to 1920, tourism and transportation fa906 to the

present, the automobile and city expansion era from 1920 to 1945, and modernism/post World

War Il to the present.

The 1995 contexts were focused on commercial development and were not easily applicable to
the firsttwo phasesof the currentproject, which focusegrimarily on residential properties
As a result, iree general historic contextaiere developed in the first two phases of the

CortezSurvey Phase llI Cultural Resource Planning Page8



current survey project. They ard-ounding and Early Development of Cortez 18889;
Struggles with prosgrity 19001939; and Vaulting into the modern age 194960

Thisthird phase of the projechas provided additional information to allow fortegration and
further refinement of the above mentionedcommercial and residentiahistoric contexts.
Refinedhistoric contexts are provided, along with the related developmental history of Cortez,
in the sectionof this report

Survey Methodology

The project began with an introduction to the publi@dll property owness received a letter
informing them of the survey and inviting them to come to the meeting with any information
they would like to share about the history of their propertyhelCortez Historic Preservation
Boardhostedthe public meeting onJune 18, 2014vhere JillSeyfarthgave a short presentation
on the project.

Field survey work was conducted between August Betemberof 2014, and inJanuary of
2015. Property owners and tenants encountered during the survey were very helpful in
providing whatever information they had about their property.

Thesurvey practices followethe guidelines of theColorado Cultural Resource Survey Manual.
The project included an intensive survey of thirty-three properties The survey area was
drawn on a City of Cortez aerial photo and map. A temporary number was assigned to each
property, which was later assigned a state site number.

Each buildingvas described, photographed, researchadd mapped. Sites wenecorded on

Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inverfiomps and located onUSGS
topographic mapgCortez 7.5 minute quadrangle map 196bhe Colorado Cultural Resource
SurveyManual lexicon table and th&uide to Colorado Architectudkefined the achitectural

styles assignedo the buildings. Terms from theMl y dzl £ Q& @I NA2dza f SEA C
whenever required.

Each property was photographed during the field reviewl pAbtographswere madefrom
digital filesand are black and white four by six inch prints on true black and white paper.
Photographs were labeled using archivally acceptablebfaked labels and sleeved as
specified byHistory ColoradoA photo log acampaniedthe photographs.

UTM data was produced via a Garmin W/#A8bled GPS Unit, and verified through the
software programlfOPO 2!{National Geographic Societ§ite maps incorporated data from the
Cortez GIS database.

'Hi story Coloradodéds survey manuals and guidelines are a
http://www.historycolorado.org/oahp/surveywentoryforms
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This final report explains theussey findings, reviews the general historical development of

/ 2N ST YR RA&AOdzaasSa I|yeé LINE Id&aNFidteSraNatianaly &8 A RS N

Register of Historic PlaceBhe report and copies of each survey form will be provided to the
Cortez Historic Preservation Board, as well akligiory Coloradger the terms of the project
contract. The Cortez Historic Preservation Board will provide each property owner with a copy
of their survey form

Jill Seyfartlconducted the survey and researdirchival research occurred betwednne 204

and February 208. Researchook placein Cortez Durango and Denver, Colorado. Tbertez
PublicLibrary offered clippings files and ladly published histories and memoirs, and historic
maps. The Montezuma CountyHistorical Society provided publicationsThe Montezuma

[ 2dzy e ! 3aSa4a2NRAX ¢NBFadzNBNRa FyR [/ {T8NJ] Qa
research includesgearchesn the Fort Lewis Cadlge Center of Southwest Studies, tBenver

Public Library and theStephen HartLibrary (History Colorado)or historic photographs,
business directories and miscellane@airces

Janet Weeth generously provided an extensive ciaipn of data that she had prepared for
other research projects about Corte2oug Roththe G.I1.S. Coordinator for the City of Cortez
prepared and provided base maps for each site.inda Towle and Chris Burkett ably
administered the processlhe projet was made so much better as a result of the help from
these individuals.

CortezSurvey Phase llI Cultural Resource Planning Pagel0



Historic Context s

Contexts

The following contexts divide the developmental history oft€ninto common themes within
a specific time periodThey combine théour contextsdefined in the 1995 study of Cortez with
the three general historic contexts developed in the first two phases of the current survey
project.

They are:
1 Early Settlement and Eurdmerican Contact:400 A.Dto 1886
1 Founding and Early Developmenf Cortez: 18861904
1 Agriculture, Water and Prosperity: 1964920
1 The Automobile, Mobility and Tourism: 1918945
1 Vaulting into theModern Age: 19451960

Context1  Early Settlement and Eurdmerican Contact 400 A.D.to 1886

History

Southwest Coloraml has a rich and longstanding cultural tradition. The remains of people
attributed to Archaic (beginning around 7500 B.C), subsequent Basketmaker (506BAD.)

and AncestralPueblan (750- 1300 A.D.}raditions haveall been identified in the areaOther
Native AmericansEuropeangnd Americans arrived lateArchaeologicalindings indicatehat

the first Utes to migrate into the Mesa Verde region may have arrived as earlg08s dt
roughly the time the Ancestral Puebloans departed from the &ra&#ritten historical accounts
indicatethe Utes were among the tribes trading with the Spanish in present day New Ma&xico
1598

Spanish explorers came north the region from MexicoJuan De Onate brought the earliest
Spanish settlers to the Rio G Valley in present day New Mexico in 1598. Between 1761
and 1765, Juan Mariantoniode Riverded anexpedition from New Mexicon a route toward
present day Delta, Coloradan search of gold and silvein 1776, Fathers Dominguez and
Escalante traveex] the area in search of a route from Santa Fe to the California missions.
Much of their route later became the Old Spanish Trail, which was used between 1830 and
1840 by Santa Fe traders on their way to California.

Spain relinquished its territories tMexico in 1821. Wherthe Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
ended the United StatedMexican War in 1848Mexico ceded its northern holdings to the
United States and much of the future state of Colorado became part of the United States.

Cattle men and woulebe miners entered this newly opened American territgrjput their
efforts were considerably diminished in the 1860s by the Civil War. Those who returned after

2 Lipe, William; Varien, Mark; Wilshusen, Richar@olorado Prehistory: A Context for the Southern Colorado
River BasinColorado Council of Professional Archaeologists: Denver, 1D8§e 354.
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the war faced the issue of trespassing. Almost all of the theg wantedwas owned by the
Utes. The United States Governmeraggressively negotiated a series of agreements with
Utesto further Federal control of lucrative minerals located on Ute land, anabtain property
for new settlement. In 1874, the Brunot Agreement with the Utes opened lm the
southwestern part of the Colorado territotyp non-natives The scene was set for settlement
and development.

Typical Cultural Resources lllustrating this Context

Since Cortez was not established until the end of this contamt] the communityhas
experienced urban developmenit is unlikely thatmany aboveground physical remains
illustrating this context will be found within theriginal city limits. Ancestral Puebloan sites
may be found outside of the original townsit€he Hawkins Preseryéor example islocated
within the City limits and contains above ground Ancestral Puebloan architectural features.
Archaeological remains were recently discovered as part of the construction-gii¥g of the

new CortezMontezuma High School.

Context 2  Foundingand Early Developmentf Cortez 18861904

Thisperiod covers the years of early settlement aadds with after many failed attempts, the
delivery of a reliable water supply to Cortez.

History
Although early settlers were already moving to the area, the formal townsit€afezwas
launchedas part off Y Sy i NBLINBY SdzZNN& &A0KSYS G2 RS@St 2L
Valley. The open country located in the far southwestern corner of Colosaggestedan
opportunity to James W. HannaHe realized that the vast expanses of landtle arid
Montezuma Valley coulte desirableto farmersand therefore financially lucrativef he could
somehow provide more water.The Denverbasal promoter raisel $200,000 in capital to
create the Montezuma Valley Water Supply Comp@iyWSC) The Colorado State Archives
records indicateHanna filed for incorporation on December 11, 18%%incipals were listed as:

91 Burtis L Arbecamof Boston who served as prdsnt and whose name lives in Cortez

on Arbecanttreet,

1 JamesVN.Hanna as Vice President and General Manager

1 EmoryS. Turner ofNew York as Secretargnd

1 A.B. Chamberlaiof Denver as Treasurer.

The investors planned to build a 5,400 foot long tunnel with siphons and flumes to divert water
from the Dolores River drainage to the Montezuma Valley. The company expected to provide
water to up b 50,000 people and to irrigate 200,000 actes.

% Colorado State Archives Records of Incorporations; secondaryesotite an incorporation date of September 16,
1885.

* Kendrick, Gregory D editoiThe River of Sorrows; The History of the Lower Dolores River Vallegessed on

line on July 21, 2011 dittp://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/rmr/river_of _sorsfimdex.htm.

United States Department of the Interior, 1981.
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A newtown would provide services to the water system workers and a commercial center for

the farmers who would flock to the area. Hanna, the brainchild behind the project, envisioned
arailroad connectioni K G g2dz R aSIt (GKS yS¢g O2YYdzyAadeQa
he lobbied extensively for a railroad connection that never came. But first, he needed to
develop the newtownsite. There is some uncertainty about who named ity after Spanish

explorer Hernan Cortézyut most historical sources creddither Hannaor his water company

with providing the namé.

As the manager othe MVWSCHannawent to work to create acity. Using a method quite
common to real estate development at that timthe companycapitalized on the generous
provisions of the Homestead Act to acquiaad forthe townsite. Under the Homestead Act of
1862, a potential settler could file daim make certain improvements to the land to establish
that property as a farm oranch and thenreceive title without spending any money to
purchase the property. The mue@bused Homestead Act ofteresulted in grantingitle to
GK2YSaidSFkRAaé (K kownsitgsdzhed theiRownerS SdldYiHe property to real
estate developers

The MVWSGet up two helpful individuals to file abutting homestead claims of 80 acres each
Algernon SDutton filedon the northern tractWilliam A. Upchurch claimed the southern tract.

Dutton was a well known pioneer in southwestern Coloradigprojectwasamong thelast in

his life. Hedied in nearby Archuleta County on December 14, 1885, about a year before the
Land Office gave him clear title to thend® Onthe same dayr & 5 dzii (i 2 tfleCountr S I (1 K =
Clerk recorded asae NR Y 5 fimilii tB8 M\WESC presiderBurtis L Arbecan.” Dutton had

signed a power of attorneiyn 1884to authorize M.J. Wine to transatite sale otthis land, so it

appears that Dutton had anticipated his own death and how it might have affected the future

of Cortez.William A. Upchurch managed toast alive for the entire process.idH80acre tract

made up the southern half of the origin@wnsite.

The officers of the MVWSC establishé@ tCortez Land and Investment Company to develop
Cortez and other nearby real estatel har townsite plat was recorded on December 22, 1886.
M.J Mack, thecivil engineer in the employ of the MWSGurveyedthe original 160 acre and

laid out atownsite designed to maximize the number of salable lo&treets were oriented in
cardinal directions and consisted of-&iot- wide lotsgrouped in300-foot-long square blocks.
Alleys divided the lots and provided access to the rear of the lot. Eigbtywide street rights
of-ways allowed room for horses and buggies. An unusual factor in the original Cortez layout is
that the town limits ended midblock resulting in blocklocated on the edge of towmwith no

side streets Clearly the founders expectedethity to expand

® Hall, Frank.History of Colorado Volume.4Chicago, lllinois: Blakely Printing Company,189fage 226 and

Freeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countgoulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company, 1B38e 66.

® Title was provided on December 9, 1886.

" Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records COCOAA 020298 and 020309; and obituary

information included irPagosa Springs Suarticle on leal history published December 12, 2002; and deed
information available in the Montezuma County Cl er kds
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The town company encouraged commerce Main Avenue and Market StreetMontezuma

Avenue locatedat the highest elevation in theownsite, wasthe premiere residential street

Its 120-foot-wide rightof-way included a central medianThe developers envisioned opened
ditchesinthetred A Y SR YSRALFY OF NNEAY 3 dolthe BMDIBWRA (1 KS
ditch wasplanned for the median itMontezuma Avenue to carry water into the cityhile a

flume did eventually reach Montezuma Avenue, the mttion system was never built, but

the tree-lined median remais.

In 1888 theF.R./ 2 T TAdlditiona also platted by M.J. Mack, expanded Cortez to the east.
Coffinlater sold off unplattedportions of homestead to local developers, including C.J. Closson

and the real estate firm of Bozman and Blatchford (see Figure 3). Although most of the land

sold from the homestead was divided into uniform rectangles, gh&pertieswere defined by

suve@ 2 NR& YSiSa FyR 0602dzyRda RSAONALIIA2Y AT NI GKS
that is typical within citiesThese unplatted parcels left a legacy of lengthy legal descriptions for

the properties located north of Montezuma Avenue and east of Aset

James Hanna filed his own homestead on 80 acres located immediately west of the original
town. Montezuma County records show that in 1888 Hanna and his wife collected at least
$15,000 through their sale of property to thewnsite company. Thé&hamberlin Addition,
constituting land owned by the Cortez Land and Investment Company and containing much of
CNIy]l ¢K2YLBA2yQa K2YSaiSIRX SELIYRSR GKS /Ade

/ 2NI ST Q& LINPALISNRAGE NBfASR 2y madedze0Bid mflsdzf & | (
productive, attracting farmers who would support a town. Workers could live in Cortez while

they built the water delivery systems. Without an abundant local water source, Cortez
residents needed the imported water as much as any farrii¢hile they waited for the flume,
townspeople relied on water hauled in from Mitchell Springs and stored in a cistern.

The water delivery system was plagued with problems. The newly arrived farmers had taken
jobs to build the water system and had time to prepare their own farms. THdVWSC had

so few customerd could not stay in businesdt folded in 1887. The Colorado Water Supply
Company took over between 1888 and 189he ongoing struggles of the water delivery
companiesaffected i KS & Pragyess, but entrepreneurs were not deterred by this
shortcoming. F.M. Goodykoontz started a restaurant before the streets were plattegost

office opened in 1887The Montezuma Valley Barstarted that same year with $30,000 in
capital provided prnarily by founding members of the Montezuma Valley Water Supply
Company.

The bookCortezdescribeghe startup frenzp ¢ ¢ KS &SI NI myyy RIgySR 2V
Cortez, including 60 women and 60 schagk children. Seventeen buildings rose above
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boardwalks andents£® By 1888, a collection ofver forty establishecbusinesseincludedthe
venerable Hotel Clifton, two restaurants, a general mercantile, threemhaies, a grocery, a

dairy, a sawmilland three laundries, of which one was a Chinese washé@merous service
businesses included seamstresses, blacksmiths and attorneys. For a town in such a remote
location with no direct railroad access, Cortez hadraarkably diverse commercial base.

The Cortez School District No. 17 organized and began sohoAlgust 1, 1887in a frame
building located on South Linden. Dave Longenbaugh taught the first cl&s&890 the new
Cortez District bought two lotsroEast Montezuma Avenue for $1 and hired renowned local
mason Peter Baxstrom to build a tvetory stone school house. He completed the jfip
$13,374. Thdifth through eighth gradechildren attended school there while the first through
fourth grade children received instruction at two other locations on Chestnut Stréké high
school children attended school in Mancos until a high school was construct€drtaz in
19009.

Soci4 activities revolved around the Woodmen of the World Hall.Early dances, school
entertainment, traveling shows, local plays, and exhibits for the Montezuma County Fair were

all held in the Halt® The earliest church buildisgwere the Congregational @ith (burned

1930) and the Christian Science Churainich were both built in 1889. John R. Curry, a
YyS6aLJl LISNI YIYy FNRY ¢St dzNR R SThe MaintezhNdaJdurndhK S (2 ¢
1888.In an optimistic moveconstructionon acounty courthous begansometimebetween

1886 and1888 before legislation actually created Montezuma Courty early 1889.Locals

must have been confident that Cortez would best Mancos and Dolores in the election for a
county seat.

The new developers of Cortez may hdeen a little ahead of themselve§he energetic burst

of the first two yearsslowedto a lull in activity. Between 1890 and 1900, hite the new
O2dzy e Qa LI Liz | { fed¢ntsdvihdizdl. OSyRaTfewomdsiind heenBiuilt in

the new town. A stately stone mercantile building located at the corner of Main and Market
Streets sat unfinished in 1889 and 1890he courthouse was not completed until 189The
bank closed in 1891The 1897Cortezschool censudropped t038 studentsDisastrous fires in
1898 hampered new development.The prosperous Guillet Brothers owned a flour mill that
caught fire in February of 1898he next month a fire started ithe Hotel Blackmer.With a
limited water supply and no fire department, townspdepvatched in horror as the fire spread
through the downtown.

The long- promised flumefinally broughtwater to Cortez onJuly 4, 1890. The foripot-tall
structure carried water three miles from the Cortez Lateral to Montezuma Avenseapped

8 Schwindt, Vila; Janet Weeth and Dale DavidsBartez Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia Publishing, 2011.
Page 25.

® Montezuma County Histial Society Great Sage Plain to Timberline: Our Pioneer History Volum@drtez,
Colorado: Montezuma County Historical Society. 2009. Page 127, 145.

12 southwestern CowbelleBert Near Never Got Nowhere: A Collection of History Compiled by the Scatthwe
Cowbelles, Mostly Tru€ortez, Colorado:Southwestern Cowbelles, 1%7&3e29
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for cash, thewater deliverycompany falteredreorganized, merged with another compaaryd
reorganizedagain. It emerged as the Montezuma Land and Water Caynpal894

Although Cortez greeted the new century with many basic civic services in placeatee

problems persisted. A portion of the flume blew down in 190he damage was quickly

repaired, but the locals knew they needed a more reliable water system. At least two attempts

to drill wells had come up dry. Realizing that any solution ta tivater problem would be

costly, the citizens voted to incorporate the city to be able to sell bonds for the improvement.
Cortez was incorporated on November 10, 1902, with Herman M. Guillet as the mayor. In
1903, thirsty citizens supported a project tostall two windmills that pumped water to a

reservoir. It seemed like a good idea at the time. Mancos Timesommented on page 4 of
GKSANI al@ HHE Mpno SRAGAZ2Y GKIFIG aXPGKS OAGA]
improvement will be the puttind y 2 F I gl G SNJ LJX | yidé 2 KSy GKS
insufficient, the city bit the bullet and bonded for a steam powered water pump. On June 3,

1904, theMontezuma Journalejoiced over the opening of the new water plant in a front page
articledzy RSNJ 4 KS KSFRfAYS 4/ hw¢9% 21 ¢9w 2hwY{T ¢K
over two years, the article exclaimed, residents will be able to water their trees and gardens

and the town will have an ample supply of water to fight fires. It appe#nad at least for a

while, Cortez had solved its water problems.

Typical Cultural Resources lllustrating this Context
Very few standing buildings or structures survive from this time pepddjarily becausef the
frequent catastrophic fires that lebed large parts of town.The rare surviving structures have
been extensively remodeledhe remnant of the first stone schoolhouse that is now a home at
23 East Montezuma Avenue (5MT19949) and the Sbente at 147 East Montezuma Avenue
(5MT19940) are examples of these resourc@sher significant resources illustrating this
context include:
1 Any resources related to early water delivery systems, such as flume or canal remnants
1 Historicneighborhoodsllustrating the original formal design plans for parts of the city,
such as the Montezuma Avenue neighborhood with its formal boulevard design
incorporating a median and landscaping treatments

Context 3  Agriculture, Water and Prosperity19041920

This tme period reflects how, grhaps more than any other time in Cortez, tbeonomy of the
rural areassurrounding the town influenced how the town grew and develop8dccessful
farms and ranches, timber development, and the beginning of the oil and gasceotra
industry fueled growth and prosperity in Cortez.

History

While the town grappled with waternew people moved into the Montezuma Valley,
agricultural production improved and Cortez grev series of events and activities between
1900 and 1910 ithe area around Cortez had significant impacts on the town. Real estate sales
took off in the nowirrigated Montezuma Valley. Farm and orchard land sold for prices between
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$30 and $60 an acre Those prices were a bargain when compat@dimilar properties in

other parts of Colorado that cost anywhere between $200 to ten times that per‘addarge
number of the newcomers came from other farming regions in Colorado. Local business
owners Tom Omo, orchard developer and real estate salesman C.J. Crrgsepreneur and
realtor R.J. Hufaind the Grasse family who ran businesses on Nbiaetall came fronPaonia,
Colorado Mesa Verde National Park was establishiedl906 and opened to the public,
drawing adventurous tourists from all over the world. @idcoveriesn 1909drew exploration

to nearby Bluff and Aneth.

The Montezuma Valley National Bank, followed by the Cortez National Bank (chartered 1907)
opened in response to the new money flowing into the community. A big fire blazed through

the dowrtown in Septemberof 1908, burning out the Lamb Mercantile and most of the stores

located immediately west of the stone block at the northwest corner of Main and Market. New
O2yaldNHz2OGA2Y NBLIX I OSR (K2&S 0dzhf RAe/CHDN and Of dzR A
a new mercantile building for the Lambs. response to the fires, on October 15, 1908, the

Cortez City Council passed omites requiring that only brick, stone or cemdrg used for

yS¢é odZAftRAY3Ia Ay (KS RSaA3IYIFIGSR GaFANBE RAAGNRO
0SSY jdzAGS | o622y F2NJ /ol @ . 2L K2 KIFIR 2dzai
Brick and Tile Manufacturing Company) in March of rear.

The fire probablyalso providedthe catalyst behinda movement to completea pressurized
water system.Pressurized water lines were installed between 1907 and 19@9uding the
G2oyQa FANRG FTANB KeRN}yila

People began to build homeBetween 190 and 1910, he population of Cortez more than
guadrupled. Social and fraternal groups organized and new systems connected Cortez to the
outside world. In addition to the Congregationalist and Christian Science congregaissugs

of the Montezuma Joural reference Episcopal, Seventh Day Adventists and Baptist services
held in the communityduring this period. After years ofmeeting in temporary quarterghe
Methodist Congregation laid a cornerstone for their chuaththe corner of First and Beech
Streetin 1908 The church was finishaead 1910.Fraternal and social organizations formethe
Knights ofPythias {901)and the Masong1909)establishedlocal chapters The first county

fair led to creation of the County Fair Association in 1909.

Another social movement also took hold in Cortez. The-Ssiton League was working across
the United States to encourage local entities to abolish alcofbkir fervor carried Cortez and
most of Montezuma County. In the spring election of 1908, Catézrs passe@n anti-saloon
ordinance by a vote of 78 to 44. The City was officdry by the end of the year, twelve years
before Prohibition was enacted nationwide.

" Montezuma County Historical Socie@reat Sage Plain to Timberline: O&ioneer History Volumé. Cortez,
Colorado: Montezuma County Historical Soci2910. Page 85.
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The Cortez Schoolexperiencedexplosive growth when the new residents enrolled their
children. The CortezSchool Districhired local mason Peter Baxstrom to constrachew six
classroom building for $14,000rhe newschoolopened in 1909; aljrades {-12) were taught

in the school. Hannah Duward, thiest woman Cortez Schools Superintendent, oversaw the
O2yaidNHOUAZ2Y YR GKS 3INIRdzZ GA2Yy 2F [/ 2NIST Qa

In such a remote location and with no rail service, Cortez citizens relied on regular shuttle
service providing des over the muddy and rough county roads to the railroad station in
Dolores. In 1989the Bozman Realty Company replaced their old h@oeered rides with an
automobile, employing the first car to come to Cortd@he first telephone connectiorfrom
Cortezto Mancos came in 1905 and thetown Cortez phone system developed between 1905
and 1908.

Prosperity carried forward into the 1910s as local commercial enterprises were established and
expanded. The Montezuma Oil and Developmé. formed in 1910, fowed by the
Montezuma Valley Produce Company in 19Mills continued to prosper. Two lumber yards
sold building supplies in town. Lumber companies working near Dotigegicantly expanded
0KS NBIA2yQa (A podudtibntin/ 11, withNte Geal piedaNidzéd water
system, townspeople organized a volunteer fire department. The sheriff, Jim Gawith, was the
chief. Cortez residents also saw their fingbtion picture in 1911. The school population grew
and the first Parent Teacher Assatgdn meeting was held in 1915. Dr. Emil E. Johnson came to
Cortez and established a hospital in 1917. His facility consisted of two cottages located at 301
West Main. Johnson connected the two buildings and offered ten beds.

Table 1 Cortez and Montemna County
Population Per US Censu3ata
Year Cortez County
1890 332 1,529
1900 125 3,058
1910 565 5,029
1920 541 6,260
1930 921 7,798
1940 1,778 10,463
1950 2,680 9,991
1960 6,764 14,024
1970 6,032 12,952
1980 7,095 16,510
1990 7,280 18,672
2000 7,977 23,830
2010 8,482 25,535

The decade ended in catastrophe as the country struggled through World War |, a deadly
influenza outbreak andhore devastating fire. Cortez joined the patriotic fervor that swept the
country during World War I. A number of local men volunteered in 18IBand the women
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